
PANASONIC'S 
sophisticated new 
Technics line of com-
ponents includes the 
SL-1100A record player, an 
electronically controlled direct-
drive turntable with a new tone 
arm, mounted on an unusual cast-
aluminum base.

Four resilient feet support the en-
tire assembly, providing acoustic 
isolation. The feet are individu-
ally adjustable for leveling the 
unit.

The motor armature of the SL-
1100A turns at 33 or 45 rpm, and 
the 4.4-pound cast-aluminum 
platter with its ribbed rubber mat 
rests directly on the rotor (the 
motor shaft is the record spindle). 
The twenty-pole d.c. motor 
is controlled by an electronic 
feedback system that maintains 
the proper speed over a wide 
range of line voltages and has 
exceptionally low wow, flutter, 
and rumble. Vernier speed adjust-

ments on 
the motorboard 

vary each speed over 
a nominal ±5 per cent 

range.

The effective turntable diameter 
is 11 7/8 inches, but a strobo-
scope ring with raised "dots," 
which is part of the platter, gives 
it an overall diameter of almost 
14 inches. Separate markings are 
provided for 50- and 60-Hz pow-
er sources (the turntable speed is 
independent of line frequency as 
well as voltage). 

A neon stroboscope lamp plugs 
into a receptacle next to the 
turntable, and pressing a button 
on it allows the stroboscope pat-
tern to be viewed while adjusting 
the speed. The power switch of 
the SL- 1100A is a short lever 
that also selects the operating 
speed. A small red light glows 
when power is applied, but the 
turntable does not rotate until a 
separate feather- touch snap-ac-
tion START button is touched. A 
similar button stops the turntable. 
The tone arm is mounted on a re-

movable metal plate so that other 
arms can be installed if desired. 

The arm counterweight is 
adjusted by a knob on its 
side. When the arm is bal-
anced, the knob is pulled 

out slightly, which causes 
the tracking-force scale (also 
operated by the counterweight 

knob) to snap to a zero reading. 

The desired tracking force is then 
dialed in, with the scale reading 
from 0 to 5 grams in 0.5-gram 
intervals.

Above the arm pivots is a small 
anti-skating dial, calibrated to 
match the tracking-force dial. A 
damped cueing platform un-
der the arm raises and lowers it 
smoothly under the control of 
a lever at the front right of the 
motorboard. 

In the rear of the base are the 
two phono-output jacks and two 
ground binding posts (for the 
chassis and arm wiring), as well 
as an a.c. convenience outlet. A 
4.5 foot low-capacitance output 
cable is supplied; other lengths 
can be used if desired.

The SL-1100A measures about 
20 inches wide, 15 3/8 inches 
deep, and 7 3/4 inches high; it 
weighs just under 29 pounds in-
cluding its plastic cover. The SL-
1100A record player, with dust 
cover, is $329.95. An optional 
walnut wood skirt (Model SH-11 
-B-1) is available for $ 19.95.
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• Laboratory Measurements. 
The only obvious difference 
between the turntable of the SL-
1100A and the SP-10 turntable 
tested in September 1971 is the 
former's slightly lighter plat-
ter. The measured performance 
of the two was almost identical 
and places both among the elite 
of turntables. The SL-1100A's 
unweighted rumble was -43 dB 
(lateral plus vertical), and -44 dB 
in the lateral plane. 

With RRLL weighting for rela-
tive audibility, the rumble was 
-58 dB, which is the lowest, by a 
small margin, we have measured 
to date. The wow and flutter were 
0.03 and 0.04 percent at 33 rpm, 
and each was 0.04 per cent at 45 
rpm.

The range of speed adjustment 
was +7.4,-5.3 percent at 33 rpm, 
and +6.3, -4.6 per cent at 45 rpm. 
A line- voltage change from 100 
to 135 volts produced no measur-
able speed change, and a drop to 
95 volts increased the speed by a 
negligible 0.4 per cent. 

When starting, the turntable plat-
ter reached its full speed in about 
one second, or one-half revolu-
tion.

The arm, which was quite easy 
to balance, had a very accurate 
stylus-force dial whose error 
did not exceed 0.1 gram at any 
setting from 0.5 to 5 grams. The 
9 1/4-inch arm length (about an 
inch longer than the arms of most 
top- quality automatic turntables) 
resulted in an almost unmeasur-
able lateral tracking-angle er-
ror, which did not, in any case, 

exceed 0.33 degree per inch for 
record radii from 2 to 6 inches.

The settings of the anti-skating 
dial appeared to be correct, 
whether judged by the criterion 
of equal distortion in both chan-
nels (the correct way) or by 
the simpler and more common 
method of adjusting for station-
ary arm position when the pickup 
is placed on a rotating blank disc.

Since the extra-long tone arm of 
the Technics SL- 1100A requires 
a relatively small offset angle, 
skating forces are somewhat 
lower than those found on most 
record-playing systems. This 
makes the setting of the proper 
corrective force on this particular 
machine an essentially noncriti-
cal procedure.

The cueing lift action was quite 
slow, requiring three seconds to 
lift the pickup from the record 
and two seconds to lower it. 
However, intermediate posi-
tions of the cueing lever could 
be used to just clear the record 
and then lower the pickup with a 
minimum of delay. There was no 
outward drift of the pickup dur-
ing descent.

The SL-1100A was designed 
with the requirements of the 
quadraphonic CD-4 discrete-disc 
system in mind. CD-4 cartridges 
require very low cable capaci-
tance to maintain their response 
to beyond 40,000 Hz, and most 
record-player and arm cables 
have excessive capacitance for 
this application. The 4.5-foot 
cable of the SL-1100A
had only 52 picofarads (pF) 

capacitance (values of 20 to 30 
pF per foot are common), and the 
cable capacitance of the entire 
unit, including the internal arm 
wiring, was only 165 pF.

• Comment. The SL-1100A 
is one of the most beautifully 
finished audio products we have 
seen. It has an aura of precision 
workmanship that is more than 
skin deep. Except for its rather 
leisurely arm lift and descent, 
we found absolutely nothing to 
criticize in its performance.

The plastic cover is not hinged, 
but simply rests on the turntable 
top and must be lifted off to use 
the machine. The relatively firm 
mounting feet complement the 
considerable mass of the SL-
1100A, so that its arm seems to 
be immune not only to acoustic 
feedback, but to all normal han-
dling and control operations. 

This represents an improve-
ment over the SP-10, whose soft 
mounts called for some delicacy 
in operating the controls to avoid 
any jarring of the arm.

The SL-1100A, complete with 
tone arm, sells for consider-
ably less than the original SP-10 
turntable alone, with absolutely 
no sacrifice of performance. 
Although the unit is by no means 
inexpensive, the price of this 
handsome instrument is certainly 
justified by its rare combination 
of performance and styling.

The text of this review, origi-
nally published in July 1973, was 
scanned from the original. The 
layout is not the same, however.


